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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
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Process begins at the conclusion of the regular season, once all 256 match-ups are determined

32 Clubs provide input (stadium blocks, travel considerations, competitive factors, key initiatives,

DAL | NYG | PHI (WAS | CHI | DET| GB | MIN | ATL | CAR| NO | TB | ARZ

1 DAL PHI ARZ | CHI MIN 0 D
2 |WAS ATL gbJ. DEN GB LAR | CAR | BAL
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5 B OAK DAL | NYG | HOU NO | CIN
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Entire process takes about 3 months with the computers working 24 hours a day
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INTRACONFERENCE GAMES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

AFC EAST
Home Away
BAL CLE
CIN PIT
BAL CLE
CIN PIT
CLE BAL
PIT CIN
CLE BAL
PIT CIN

AFC EAST
Home Away
KC HOU
LAC IND
DEN TEN
OAK JAX

BAL

CIN

PIT

BAL

PIT

CLE

CIN

AFC NORTH

Home Away

NE BUF HOU
NYJ MIA

NE BUF IND

NYJ MIA

BUF NE JAX
MIA  NYJ

BUF NE TEN
MIA  NYJ

AFC NORTH

Home Away

HOU KC HOU
IND LAC IND

TEN DEN TEN
JAX OAK JAX

AFC SOUTH
Home Away
DEN KC
OAK LAC
DEN KC
OAK LAC
KC DEN
LAC OAK
KC DEN
LAC OAK
AFC SOUTH
Home Away
NE BAL
MIA  PIT
BUF CLE
NYJ CIN

DEN

OAK

KC

LAC

KC

LAC

DEN

OAK

INTERCONFERENCE GAMES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

AFC EAST
Home Away
PHL DAL
WAS NYG
PHL DAL
WAS NYG
DAL PHL
NYG WAS
DAL PHL
NYG WAS

BAL

CIN

PIT

AFC NORTH

Home Away

ARZ LAR HOU
SF SEA

ARZ LAR IND
SF SEA

LAR ARZ JAX
SEA SF

LAR ARZ TEN
SEA SF

AFC SOUTH
Home Away
ATL NO
CAR TB
ATL NO
CAR TB
NO ATL
1B CAR
NO ATL
B CAR
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KC

LAC

AFC WEST
Home Away
JAX HOU
TEN IND
JAX HOU
TEN IND
HOU JAX
IND TEN
HOU JAX
IND TEN

AFC WEST
Home Away
BAL NE
PIT MIA
CLE BUF
CIN NYJ
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CHI GB
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DET MIN
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2019 NON-DIVISIONAL OPPONENT BREAKDOWN

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

NFC EAST
GB CHI
MIN  DET
GB CHI
MIN  DET
CHI GB
DET MIN
CHI GB
DET MIN

NFC EAST
Home Away
LAR NO
SEA ATL
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ARZ TB
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M IN
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M IN
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NYG WAS
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PHL DAL
WAS NYG
NFC NORTH
Home Away
NO LAR
ATL SEA
CAR SF
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LAR ARZ
SEA SF
LAR ARZ
SEA SF
ARZ LAR
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ARZ LAR
SF SEA
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Home Away
DAL CHI
PHL MIN
WAS GB
NYG DET
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NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

NFC EAST
Home Away
BUF NE
MIA  NYJ
BUF NE
MIA  NYJ
NE BUF
NYJ MIA
NE BUF
NYJ MIA

CHI

DET

GB

NFC NORTH
Home Away
KC DEN
LAC OAK
KC DEN
LAC OAK
DEN KC
OAK LAC
DEN KC
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TEN IND
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TEN IND
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CAR TB
ATL NO
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NFC WEST
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CHI DAL
MIN  PHL
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DET NYG

NFC WEST
Home Away
CLE BAL
PIT CIN
CLE BAL
PIT CIN
BAL _.GLE
CIN " PIT
BAL CLE
CIN PIT



2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE

BLANKBOARD
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Each box represents a potential site for an NFL game
There are 256 games and 32 byes to fit into 544 boxes

Hundreds of trillions of possible completed NFL schedules
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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE

"To grasp how quickly nonlinear situations can spiral beyond
our capacity to comprehend or predict, consider a game of
chess: Chess is rule bound and the number of possible
moves is limited, but it is interdependent—what happens to
one piece changes the relationships between, and the
behavior of, the others. Jonathan Schaeffer has calculated
that there are 197,742 different ways for the players’first two
turns to transpire. By the third move, the number of
possibilities has risen to 121 million. Within twenty moves, it
iIs more than likely that you are playing a game that has
never been played before. Nobody knows exactly how many
games of chess potentially exist because, according to
Schaeffer, the figure “is so huge that no one will invest the
effort to calculate the exact number.” A small change at the
start of a chess game—say, moving a pawn to A3 instead of
A4—can lead to a completely different result, just as the
flapping of one of Lorenz’s butterflies might create huge,
nonlinear havoc down the line. A reductionist instruction card
would be useless for playing chess—the interactions
generate too many possibilities.”

— from Team of Teams: New Rules of Engagement for a Complex World by
General Stanley McChrystal, Tantum Collins, David Silverman, Chris Fussell
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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
STADIUM CONFLICTS

DAL NYG PHL WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAX TEN DEN KC OAK LAC

9/8

-

9/15

9/22

9/29

10/6

10/13

10/20

10/27

11/3

11/10

11/17

11/24

12/1

12/8

12/15

12/22

12/29

= Over 100 potential conflicts (some partial, some full week)

= Conflicts examples: MLB regular season and postseason, IMLS, NCAA football, High School football,
golf tournaments, concerts, trade shows, conventions, etc.
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PARTIAL LIST OF 2019 RULES & CONSTRAINTS

Teams playing in London home or close the week prior, on BYE (or home?) the week after
Two teams must play Thursday of Week 14 after playing Thanksgiving Day

No team plays more than two road games against team coming off their BYE

No team plays consecutive road games involving cross-country trips unless requested

All teams playing road Thursday games are home the previous week

All teams playing home Thursday games have limited travel the previous week

Teams can travel no more than 2 time zones for a Thursday game

No team has earliest BYE in consecutive seasons

Manage 3-game road trips (and 3-game home stands for teams with ticket issues)
Minimize number of teams playing road game after road MNF

Minimize number of division series that end in first half of season

Minimize number of division series that are played less than 3 weeks apart

Minimize number of teams that play two consecutive road games to start or end season
Maximize number of late-season division games

Minimize early-season 1pm games for teams with weather concerns

CBS/FOX have at least three 1 pm games every week, preferably geographically diverse
CBS/FOX have at least five total games, preferably six or more when doubleheader network
CBS and FOX shouldn’t “lose” their key teams or an entire division all on same weekend
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SCHEDULE INEQUITIES

3-game 2-away 2-away 3-of-last-4 Road after

Road Trip To Start To Finish On Road Road MNF
Arizona Cardinals 2011 2017 2016 2016 2009
Atlanta Falcons 2017 2007 2018 2018 2017
Baltimore Ravens 2018 2015 2016 2016 2015
Buffalo Bills 2015 2006 2017 2014 2015
Carolina Panthers 2011 2001 2010 2003 2012
Chicago Bears 2008 2008 2018 2017 2015
Cincinnati Bengals 2017 2016 2018 2018 2006
Cleveland Browns 2011 1986 2017 2013 1990
Dallas Cowboys 2006 2012 2010 2017 2015
Denver Broncos 2017 2003 2013 1997 2017
Detroit Lions 2000 2015 2014 2018 1971
Green Bay Packers 2016 2016 2004 2017 2007
Houston Texans 2012 2018 Never 2013 2017
Indianapolis Colts 2011 2004 2014 2014 2009
Jacksonville Jaguars 2015 2014 2018 2018 2008
Kansas City Chiefs 2000 2018 2009 2013 2015
Los Angeles Rams 2018 2009 2015 2012 2001
Los Angeles Chargers 2003 1997 2015 2015 1983
Miami Dolphins 2015 2016 2008 2008 2002
Minnesota Vikings 2017 2013 2010 2002 2004
New England Patriots 2017 2014 2015 2015 2017
New Orleans Saints 2018 2014 1996 2016 1993
New York Giants 2009 2001 2016 2010 2016
New York Jets 2011 2017 1993 2017 1987
Oakland Raiders 1993 2011 2017 2017 2017
Philadelphia Eagles 2017 2017 2014 2018 1991
Pittsburgh Steelers 2010 2001 2015 2015 2003
San Francisco 49ers 2017 1997 2011 2011 2014
Seattle Seahawks 2009 2018 1996 2003 2000
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 2017 2016 2013 2011 2008
Tennessee Titans 2013 2015 2010 2015 2007
Washington Redskins 2016 2012 2015 2015 2014
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SCHEDULE INEQUITIES

3-game 2-away 2-away 3-of-last-4 Road after

Road Trip To Start To Finish On Road Road MNF
Arizona Cardinals 2011 2017 2016 2016 2009
Atlanta Falcons 2017 2007 2018 2018 2017
Baltimore Ravens 2018 2015 2016 2016 2015
Buffalo Bills 2015 C2006 > 2017 2014 2015
Carolina Panthers 2011 2001 2010 2003 2012
Chicago Bears 2008 2008 2018 2017 2015
Cincinnati Bengals 2017 2016 2018 2018 2006
Cleveland Browns 2011 1986 2017 2013 1990
Dallas Cowboys 2006 2012 2010 2017 2015
Denver Broncos 2017 2003 2013 1997 2017
Detroit Lions 2000 2015 2014 2018 1971

Green Bay Packers 2016 2016 Ca004 D 2017
Houston Texans 2012 2018 Never 2013 2017
Indianapolis Colts 2011 @ 2014 2014 2009
Jacksonville Jaguars 2015 2014 2018 2018 2008
Kansas City Chiefs 2000 2009 2013 2015
Los Angeles Rams 2018 2009 2015 2012 2001
Los Angeles Chargers 2003 1997 2015 2015 1983
Miami Dolphins 2015 2016 2008 2008 2002
Minnesota Vikings 2017 2013 2010 2002 2004
New England Patriots 2017 2014 2015 2015 2017
New Orleans Saints 2018 2014 1996 2016 1993
New York Giants 2009 2001 2016 2010 2016
New York Jets 2011 2017 1993 2017 1987
Oakland Raiders 1993 2011 < 2017 > 2017 2017
Philadelphia Eagles 2017 2014 2018 1991
Pittsburgh Steelers 2010 2001 Cao5 D 2015 2003
San Francisco 49ers 2017 @ 2011 2011 2014
Seattle Seahawks 2009 2018 1996 2003 2000
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 2017 2016 2013 2011 2008
Tennessee Titans 2013 2015 @ 2015 2007
Washington Redskins 2016 2012 2015 2015 2014




PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GBE MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NY) BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC
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PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN HKC OAK LAC
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PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NWYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR S5F SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN HC OAK LAC

1 -Sep 05 CHI CLE BUF 3 DAK m
2-Sep12 MO | PHI -

CLE PIT LAR MIA TEN
4 -Sap 26 ATL MIN
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PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC

1 -5ep 03 CHI HOU PIT NE | NO OAK m
2-Sepi2 MO NY'G DAL TEN BUF

3 -Sep 19 TB CAR CLE LAR JAC QUM

4 - Sap 26 ATL PHI PIT CIN Ltopl DEN
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14 - Dec 03 CHI KC
R | = o |
16 - Dec 19 LAR PIT

17 - Dec 29
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PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NYG
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PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE MYl BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC
1-Sep 05 CHI PIT ME | MO DAK m
2-Sep 12 ATL CLE SEA
3-Sep 19 m CLE NYG LAR JAC
4-Sep 26 NO GB m PIT MIA
5 - Oct 03 SEA NYJ KC
6 - Oct 10 MNE LAC NO
7-0ct 17 m DAL MIN
8-0ct24 |WAS KC BAL
5 -0ct 31 DEN BAL CLE
10 - Nov OF - - CHI
11 - Hov 14 MIN LAR LAC
12 - Hov 21 m PIT HOU -
13 - Nov 28 Nl NYG ATL HOU
14-Dec05 | CHI SEA PHI NYJ ﬂ
15-Dec 12 m
16 - Dec 19 LAC LAR
17 - Dec 29




PRIMETIME GAMES

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC

1 -5ep 03 PIT NE HO OAK DEN

2-Sep12 ATL

3 -Sep 19 5F Qg KC | TEN gmEts IND

4-Sap 26 NO GB

S5-0ct03 NE CLE

6-0ct 10 CLE

F-0Oct17

8- 0ct 24 KC | S5EA ARZ m
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11 - Howv 14 | PHI DAL gl

12-Hov 21 T e

13 - Nov 28 SEA DET ATL PHIL

14-Dec0S | CHI | PHI | | - LAC

15-Dec12 m BAL Eulj HO CHI

16 -Dec 19

17 - Dec 29
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CLOUD COMPUTING

%
00 G55 Controter

2o Coremd Scerano

- o
e

Seed Ftewyg O7140-%
Seest [0
e L

Bedt: 5999959

Lae

-]
* J 00 GssControtier

OO Cortd Totst Sohve Tme Job Cortred Scerars Seed Flemrg (74057
CONC e | B o ovom s [
x —ss7s | - [

Schver Remts Cue O Cortd Total Schve Tene
Fourd Ve 4e0 ()
[ L)

SIMNIBNI) W 2 b ] 0 [] 0 a0 TE10 0 o8 Sohng 46 IR NMRL % A% Y [ ¢ (] »4 1®a0 1 0 @7 Sohveg 87
1723118353 " 2% 1 0 ¢ 0 2113 W0 Y U o0 Scherg % eI 0Nn1 " % ) (] 0 (] n5 W00 1 0 «or Sohwg 57
eI 22 " 2% 0 0 ° 2087 a0 O 0 » Sy 2 1723112934 * 2% 0 0 0 94 a0 1t 0 «7 Sohvng 87
17230181554 % 2% 11 9 L) ° 2ac a0 1 L) b Sohwng 87 o101 W e 2 0 1 0 n55 10 & ® » Sohng 54
eI *® 2 2 1 0 0 wns W0 W 0 s Sohng &4 172310702 % % 1 H 0 0 7 ®0 3 0 0 Sohrg 87
1720181583 (% 2% 1 ) ° 0 2604 W0 67 ° »5 Sovng %0 oI72310157) W 2 1 ° 0 L] mn TEe00 88 0 w Sohvng &3
o172 e e " e ) 1 1 H 2059 W0 W 0 0 Sohng S1 oI231009088 (6 2% 2 0 1 0 1454 1§00 1) ° w2 Sohwrgy &7
1723118953 * 2% 2 0 2 < 2772 H0 3 0 e Song 4 eIMNRINL % 2% 1 L) ° 0 uns L 0 m Sohng &7
SITNIBIN2 W 2% 2 0 ° 0 2952 e 0 (] » Sowg 5 IR0 e 16 2% ] (] ® %8 "0 W [ m Sohvrg &Y
17231181911 |6 2% S 1] 4 0 2 a0 N 0 m Sohvng 51 eI * e 2 0 1 0 9 1100 |5 ° » Sobvng _5)
AITAN IR W I%ee 2 n 1 ) Nue  wam n s o Chnn &Y 1 SRR TR LS LT Yeme 'y . - - e e e " " Cobnn
< > < >
® -
60 GSSControlier PO GSSComtrctien
Job Cortnd Scerarc Seed Flewy 0371 Sohver Fests CueQ Corenl Total Schve Teme Job Cortd Scenane Seod Flewy (174057 Sohver Fests O Cortd Total Sohve Teme
B coom e vt U | B coom s . S |
- [ 86743 ] e 103643 |
ot | Aot Covacton. | Lot | Aot Covacton |

1723132664 % 2% 1 0 ° 0 2971 M0 1 0 &7 Sohrg % LRl 2 R 2% 1 e 0 0 2164 10 1 0 m Sovng 87
17228101 " e 1 ° 0 0 M5 1630 1 0 o Sowrg %6 17230440 " e 1 0 0 0 979 1630 12 H » Sohwrg 57
o 1723130584 " 2% 1 0 L) 0 2049 10 1 0 o Sobwg %6 o 17236003 M 2% 1 ° 0 ¢ 20 .0 1 ) m S 87
SIRN0I2T W e 2 e 1 0 P bl JEeN0 2 0 @ Sevrg %5 SINANR " 2% 1 e ) 0 p22el 0 @ 0 % Savrg 8
12N 15)) % 2% 2 ° 0 0 882 1600 & H ot Sovrg ) o 17201672 » 2% 2 ° 0 0 1N 1E30 1 ° s Sotvrg 43
SIRNVIUT % 2 ) ° 2 0 a7 B0 O ° 2 Scrg 93 SIRNJ/M W I 2 1 0 ° 24581 630 19 ° m St 45
o 17231101132 ¥ 2% ) ¢ 1 0 07 130 3 0 »7 Soving %6 o 1720126714 "w % 2 0 1 o 0% 16300 1) 0 m Sovrg 42
SI2NNI W e S 0 ) 0 2975 K0 &1 4 b Sovrg Q2 v 1720118193 " 1% 2 0 1 0 175 60 08 0 %3 Sovrg 43

< > < >

=

L) L)

00 G55 Controlier ~ W00 GiSContrater A
b Cortrd Scorars Seed Ferng (1714045 Sehver Pty ot Cortd Total Soive Tme Job Cortmi Seraro Soed Fterg (174057 Sohver Feste ClrOA Cortd Tetal Schve Tre
B - seem e o e o B - e e ot e 0
N - [ss6z BT e e - 6 5o
BT ETEE TN - T s ——— -

S Loy S Log
PAsens Com Sosed SR em Cudr S L] 8BS Seets
» 2 2 4 0000 TOTALS 2 Y 250 %S %8S 2 ¢ 0 %0
oM%Y ¥ 2% ) (] B ° 2698 W 2 0 «0 Sowrg % 1T 6 i ° ° 2 < [} 7 Poked 21/57 PSVakm 0640
1723190461 » % 1 e ° 0 w7 %0 1 0 40 Sowrg S 12 NW%IN " A% ¢ 1 2 0 0 Watng 1o sohve 45
o121 8 % 2% 1 ° (] (] 0047 1E0 1 0 L] Sohvng % o123 % % 1 ° ° Q e
oINS " 2% 1 0 0 0 1853 160 1 0 0 Schvrg % 1724582 % A% 1 ° L) H t Al
oIT2INAes % 2% 1 e 0 0 2203 %0 11 0 @& Sovrg 5% eINMINY 1% 2% 1 B e 0 15825
CRr IR 21ES B 2% 1 ° 0 0 w2 1630 1 T »n bsvav “u eI 13 e 2 _0 1 0 1458
oI008 % 2%n 1 ° H 0 2%1 130 3 0 w Sovrg % CRE S0 > LA NS Y 2% 2 0 1 0 1812
oI 08L e 2 ° 3 0 a5 10 5 0 » Sowg % © 1723126450 "% % 1 8 ° 0 97
o 172312474 "% 2% 1 e ° 0 222 0 % 0 w Sehvra 54 \A oI % 2% ) 0 ) ) 2043




SCHEDULING PARTNERS

Optimal Planning Solutions

Gurobi Optimization

University at Buffalo
George Mason University

Washington University in St. Louis

Recentive Analytics
XIJ Analytics



2020 FINAL SCHEDULE

DAL | NYG

1 DAL
2 |WASpu:

3 R TB
4 NO

5 B
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8 DET
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